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Herod for his own inspection, or at least recited
to him the prophecy of Micah 5 : 2, uttered seven
hundred years before its fulfilment in their own
day : " But thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Ju-
dah, art not the least among the princes of Judah,
for out of thee shall come a Governor that shall
rule my people  Israel."    This, though substan-
tially the same as the Hebrew in sense, is somewhat
different in phraseology ; the explanation is that
the Jews loosely quoted the Greek version to
which I have already alluded, and probably had
a copy with them out of which the king could
read for himself.    Thus, by their own showing,
and at the expiration of the time appointed, as
they believed, the  Messiah came,  " made of a
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that
are under the law, that we might receive the adop-
tion of sons/' This, however, for the reason above
given, was not the faith of the Jews.    The whole
nation had long been misled by the false glosses
of their teachers, and this explains the fact that
when "he came  to his own, his own received
him not."   Their expectation as to the time met
with no disappointment; but with respect to the
object and manner of his coming, his character
and his work, their great mistake was a fatal be-
cause a careless one, as above indicated.

(2.) Prophecy afforded solid ground for faith
in the Messiah after he came. In proof of this
I have only to refer to the occasion when John
the Baptist sent messengers from the place of his
imprisonment to Him, saying : " Art thou he who
should come, or do we look for another ? " Christ